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on a zone system. Boston, for example; is divided into dis-
tricts with a different maximum height set for each; and
the courts have decided that it is within the constitutional
power of the city to make such distinction.1 But it is not
to be inferred from this that municipal authorities may,
by the exercise of their police powers, lay restrictions upon
the use to which a building shall be put (provided the use
does not constitute a nuisance) ; or define the general archi-
tectural qualities that any private structure must have.

Some American cities have, during recent years, attempted
to protect their fine residential districts by means of ordi- Regulating
nances forbidding certain industries within these residential

areas. Los Angeles is perhaps the best example. The en- tries*
tire city, with the exception of two suburbs, is divided into
industrial and residential districts. In the former areas all
kinds of business and manufacturing are permitted ; in the
latter the ordinance forbids the carrying on of any business
or industry that would properly be regarded as objection-
able in a residential area. A list of such industries is in-
cluded in the ordinance. The Los Angeles regulations have
been in force since 1909 ; they apply not only to new in-
dustries but arc retroactive in their effect upon those already
established. They have proved successful in operation; and,
more important still, they have been upheld by the high-
est state courts. For other cities of the country, there-
fore, this zoning experiment should have a great deal of
interest,2

1 For the laws fixing these Doxies, sec Massachusetts Acts and Resolves,
1898, oh. 452 ;   1904, eh. 333 ;   1905, eh. 333.    For the decisions, see At-
torney-General v, Williams, 174 Mass. 476 ;   and Welch ?;, ftwasey, 193
Mass* 364.    A full discussion of the whole question, in its broader aspects,
may bo found in Report of the Mayor's Commission on Height of Buildings
(New York, 1914).

2 This experiment is fully described, with a summary of the court
decisions and references to somewhat similar regulations in other states
by Lawrence Veilter in Ms pamphlet entitled "Protecting Residential
Districts,"  issued   by the   National Housing Association, September,
1914.